February Services

453churches

Sunday 5th February

9:00
11:00
11:00
11:00

6:00

Barton Holy Communion

Gotham Holy Communion
Gotham Church Hall Sunday Club
Thrumpton Morning Prayer

Kingston BCP Evensong

Sunday 12th February

9:00
10:30
10:30
11:00
11:00

11:00

Ratcliffe Holy Communion
Gotham Methodist Service
Kingston All Age Communion
Barton All Age Service

Gotham Church Hall Sunday Club

Thrumpton Morning Prayer

Sunday 19th February

10:30

453 Churches Holy Communion at
Thrumpton with a Sunday Club activity

Wednesday 22nd February

7:30

Gotham Ash Wednesday Holy Communion

Sunday 26th February

9:00 Barton Morning Prayer
9:00 Ratcliffe Morning Prayer
9:00 Thrumpton Holy Communion
10:30 Kingston Morning Prayer
11:00 Gotham Gathering Service with Sunday Club
6:00 Gotham BCP Communion
Every Tuesday
10:30 Gotham Holy Communion

A quiet service followed by coffee

Messenger

February 2012

L
453churches

Rector: Lay Readers:
Revd. Richard Coleman David Smith Carol Staves
0115 9830608 01159830184 0115 9830720

coleman@orpheusmail.co.uk
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Magazine Copy date
Please submit items for the next copy to the relevant person by
the first of the month

Village editors:

0115 9830811
0115 9830494
0115 9830577
john.allen83@tiscali.co.uk 01509 672891
valatthrumpton@btinternet.com 0115 9830930

Barton-in-Fabis Voirrey Paesler resleap@hotmail.co.uk
Sybil Dabell

Julie Jones

Gotham sybil.dabell@btinternet.com

Kingston-on-Soar

Ratcliffe-on-Soar Barbara Allen

Thrumpton Val Hopkins

Magazine editor: Val Hopkins (valatthrumpton@btinternet.com )

For all Gotham church hall bookings please contact:

David Power 0115 9830400

From the registers:

Weddings:

26th November Larissa Lita & Jonathan Frost (Thrumpton)

3rd December Laura Smith -Williams & Christopher Kay (Kingston)
Funerals:
18th November Harold Cocking (Gotham)

21st December Kathleen Coulson (Gotham)

Home visits:
If for any reason, you would like a home visit then
please contact Richard.

Telephone: 0115 9830608
coleman@orpheusmail.co.uk

home

You can also get The Parish Messenger as a pdf file sent to your

e-mai |l address! You will need Adobe A
usually less than 1.5Mb to download. If you would like to sign up
please send an e -mail to slevents@enchantingforest.co.uk . If you live

in any of the 5 villages you will still get a hard copy.

C
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Can you write or draw 40 things that people might stop eating during
Lent to remind them that Jesus did the same?

You might want to say this prayer ...
Dear God,

Help me to remember that Lent is about getting ready for Easter and
thinking about what happens then. Thank you for giving us Jesus to
save us from our sins. Help me to be good. Amen
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Mini Messenger...
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Wel come back to Mini Messenger.
answers to puzzles or your drawings to show us at any of our
services.

This month we are looking at Lent

Donot f

Do you know what Lent is?

Lent is a Christian Festival. In the past it was a long, strict, religious
fast when people gave up all rich food. The day before Lent starts is
known as Shrove Tuesday or Pancake Tuesday.

Because Lent is a time of giving things up, Shrove Tuesday is the last
chance to indulge yourself, and to use up the foods that aren't

allowed in Lent. Pancakes are eaten on this day because they contain
fat, butter and eggs which were forbidden during Lent.

ltos called Shrove Tuesday after
means Oconfess6. People used to
Lent began.

Lent lasts 40 days.

40 is a special number in the Bible. It signifies preparation for
something.

i The rain lasted for 40 days during the flood when Noah was on
the ark.

i Moses stayed on Mount Sinai for 40 days.
i Jonah gave the people of Ninevah 40 days to repent.

i Jesus, before starting His ministry, spent 40 days in the desert
in prayer and fasting.
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From the Rectory...

Greetings in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Christmas is now well behind us, all but a distant memory. And | wonder, what
has Christmas made of you? Have you indulged in too many mince pies, or too
much mulled wine, and is your waistline still showing the effect?
And what about inside, what has Christmas made of your soul?

Consumerism is bad any time of year, but at Christmas, as we all know, it ramps
up to new levels, and it's the time of year when we see how shaped we are by
our addiction to stuff. You might not feel addicted, but do you really want to be
known as the only person who hasn't seen the latest 3D blockbuster/hasn't been
skiing/not got an iPhonel/isn't culturally up-to-date (delete as appropriate)?

All of this is deeply formational and it gives our souls the shape of a rushed,
dissatisfied and self-focussed life. Which is why it's good to ask this question
now that the excitement and rush of Christmas is all over bar the paying off of
the credit card bill.

God is, of course, also in the shaping business, and He has a particular shape
inmindforus-making us into the image of h
launching Sunday Club this month. We've just celebrated his birth, and in a
couple of months we're going to celebrate his death. And this image is an image
of suffering and glory as the Apostle Paul makes clear throughout Romans 8,
but it's also an image of generosity and blessing. Even the materially poor can
make others spiritually rich. One writer calls it "the soaring and swooping life of
grace". Or as someone else has said, "less stuff, more life".

It's not just Christmas that shapes us physically and spiritually, we're shaped
each and every day; and for those of you who are parents, we're also shaping
our children and grand-children. What shape are we going to pass onto them -
personal success and following the in-crowd, or the life Jesus describes as
"blessed"? (look up Matthew 5 at www.biblegateway.com)

So what is going to shape you today - the genius of the consumer ads, or the
generosity of Jesus?
May God bless you and those you love.

Stz



http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=romans%208&version=ESVUK
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5 Parish Update ...

Opening and launch of Sunday Club

How many of you remember going to what was then called Sunday
School as a child? | know | can. | wonder how many of you can
remember those wonderful Bible stories we heard? David and Goliath,
the burning bush, Moses crossing the Red Sea, Jesus being born in a
stable, Jesus6 miracles? When |
and fascinated me and | hope they did you too. | loved Sunday
School, although looking back it would seem very old fashioned
nowadays.

wa s a C

Todayodés children expect more action, mo
amazement but they still love the same stories that we were told. We

believe that the brand new resources we have for our Sunday Club

will give the children who come an enjoyment of the stories in the

Bible and an understanding of God and the Christian faith.

Now you might think | was doing quite well until | mentioned God but,

to be fair, we can6t | ook at Bible
mention, can we?, and we are doing this as part of letting you see

how a Christian faith works in action.

stor

We open on February 5th from 11:00 to

12:00 in Gotham Church Hall. You can

drop children off and pick them up later or

you can grab a cuppa and see for yourself
what happens. I'tdéds all
is that you give us some basic information
about your child like name, contact

details, date of birth and whether they

have any food allergies.

Let 6 s f woolaveinothing to lose by
coming along with your child. We promise
you a warm welcome, adults who are CRB
checked and a welcome goody bag for
every child. See you there! Val Hopkins

Sunday Club

Local Professional
Window Cleaning

Ladder less window cleaning
using the Thermo Pure Reach
and Wash System.

With the water -fed pole system, all

cleaning is at ground level. With no
ladders being put against your
property, there is no chance of

damage to your homes. Also,
ground level cleaning gives you
greater privacy.
All windows and frames cleaned.

For a quote please ring
0115 9830994
Email: info@qualitylstcleaning.co  .uk

Clothing Alterations
& Repairs

Carol Anne Zodeh
Tel: 0115 9830798

Ma ki Cl

ndg

ALSO: HAND MADE GIFTS

D

Candét find a wool

side of Nottingham?

Come just the other side of the M1 and you
will find your

Enjoy the colours and textures of a wide
variety of yarns to suit all pockets in a warm
and friendly atmosphere.

DMC threads and haberdashery also available.
Workshops and other news on the website.

It hes Fito

In the heart of
Castle Donington
67 Borough Street,
Castle Donington, DE74 2LB
Sue Forshaw Tel: 01332 811597

info@threadsoflife.co.uk www.threadsof life.co.uk
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